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The Box Represents 

The Structure of Health Care
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Constraints to what the vital components of 
health care systems could and should be. 

The Box Represents 

Schroeder S,  We Can Do Better - Improving the Health of the American People. N Engl J Med 2007; 357:1221-1228.
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US Census Bureau. Current Population Survey. 1960 to 2018 Annual Social & Economic Supplements.
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Inequality is growing.

Economic Policy Institute. The Unequal States of America: Income Inequality in California. June 2016.
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US Census Bureau. 2017 American Community Survey & 2017 Puerto Rican Community Survey.

Place matters.

Monday, November 26, 2018



US Census Bureau. Poverty by Selected Characteristics. 2016 & 2017.

Poverty defies social categorization.
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Only half of children will earn more than their parents. 

Chetty, R. The Fading American Dream: Trends in Absolute Income Mobility Since 1940. Science. 356(6336): 398-406. 2017.
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Chetty, R. et al. Race and Economic Opportunity in the United States: An intergenerational perspective. Opportunity Insights. 2018.
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Chetty, R. et al. Race and Economic Opportunity in the United States: An intergenerational perspective. Opportunity Insights. 2018.

In 99% of neighborhoods in the US, black boys earn less in 
adulthood than white boys who grow up in families with 

comparable income.
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Black and white children fare very differently in America, 
even if they grow up with two-parents, comparable incomes, 

education, and wealth, live on the same city block and 
attend the same school. 

Chetty, R. et al. Race and Economic Opportunity in the United States: An intergenerational perspective. Opportunity Insights. 2018.
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Black and white children fare very differently in America, 
even if they grow up with two-parents, comparable incomes, 

education, and wealth, live on the same city block and 
attend the same school. 

These gaps are smallest in areas with low racial bias among 
whites and high father presence in black neighborhoods. 

Chetty, R. et al. Race and Economic Opportunity in the United States: An intergenerational perspective. Opportunity Insights. 2018.
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Bohn and Danlelson. Public Policy Institute of California. Income Inequality and the Safety Net in California. May 2016. 

Safety net programs exponentially decrease inequality.
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Bohn and Danlelson. Public Policy Institute of California. Income Inequality and the Safety Net in California. May 2016. 

Safety net programs exponentially decrease inequality.

Through re-distributive processes. 
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The social safety net is becoming...

...the social safety net-work.
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Connection

Vulnerability
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People are valuable.

Data is valuable.
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“Our mission is to make the world more open and 
connected.”
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Privacy
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Privacy Informed Consent

“Our mission is to make the world more open and 
connected.”
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Privacy Informed Consent Democracy

“Our mission is to make the world more open and 
connected.”
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When data becomes gravity...

We have to ask what grounds us.
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Data is valuable.

Financial Capital

Build Resources + Control Access to Information
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This is a critical time to lead the industry in 
human-centered ethical standards that drive data 

collection, utilization, and sharing.  
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Social Capital

Re-distribute Resources + Share Access to Information

People are valuable.
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Ethical standards that enable the public sector to 
anticipate and combat ways social service utilization can 

be tracked to surveil, profile, and police 
vulnerable populations. 
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Child abuse prediction models that solely rely on data 
collected from families using public assistance are a form of 

poverty profiling. 

Virginia Eubanks. Automating Inequality: How High-Tech Tools Profile, Police, and Punish the Poor. Jan 2018.
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Efforts to understand community-level risks may 
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Child abuse prediction models that solely rely on data 
collected from families using public assistance are a form of 

poverty profiling. 

Virginia Eubanks. Automating Inequality: How High-Tech Tools Profile, Police, and Punish the Poor. Jan 2018.

Efforts to understand community-level risks may 
oversample the poor. 

This conflates “parenting while poor with 
poor parenting.”
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“We manage the individual poor to escape our 
shared responsibility for eradicating poverty.”

Virginia Eubanks. Automating Inequality: How High-Tech Tools Profile, Police, and Punish the Poor. Jan 2018.
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“We manage the individual poor to escape our 
shared responsibility for eradicating poverty.”

Virginia Eubanks. Automating Inequality: How High-Tech Tools Profile, Police, and Punish the Poor. Jan 2018.

What is the relationship between the technology 
we are building and growing inequality in America?
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The endeavor to digitalize processes and centralize data 
that assess risk and grant access to vital community 

resources is inherently a negotiation in 
power, ownership, and social control.
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We must examine how bias, structural racism, and 
white supremacy shows up in our algorithms, 
predictive analytics, operational teams, and 

patient-facing interfaces.
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We must examine how bias, structural racism, and 
white supremacy shows up in our algorithms, 
predictive analytics, operational teams, and 

patient-facing interfaces.

Proxies for Risk

Drivers of Acquisition 
+ Accountability

Accessibility
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Use of public benefits is far from benign.
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Use of public benefits is far from benign.

Old Rule
Immigrants dependent on 
government for more than 

50% of income

Excluded non-cash, 
health, housing, and 
nutrition benefits.

Proposed Rule
Immigrants who use or 

receive “one or more public 
benefits.”

Includes Medicaid, CHIP, 
WIC, SNAP, Section 8, 

EITC, Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance. 

Perrerira, KM et al. A New Threat To Immigrants’ Health - The Public-Charge Rule. NEJM. 2018.

Monday, November 26, 2018



Use of public benefits is far from benign.

Perrerira, KM et al. A New Threat To Immigrants’ Health - The Public-Charge Rule. NEJM. 2018.
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How do large-scale data integration platforms and 
strategies, functionally do no harm?
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Unilateral Power

Private Ownership

Social Control

Rey Faustino.  A Safety Net for the 21st Century. Ted Talk. 2018.
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Unilateral Power

Private Ownership

Social Control

Shared Decision-Making
+

Informed Consent

Public Utility

Social Cohesion
+ 

Autonomy

Rey Faustino.  A Safety Net for the 21st Century. Ted Talk. 2018.
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Co-designing + Co-building

The Social Safety Net-work
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Co-designing + Co-building

The Social Safety Net-work

Bi-directional Accountability

Shared Public Financing + Ownership + Profits

Anti-racist Design
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Bohn and Danlelson. Public Policy Institute of California. Income Inequality and the Safety Net in California. May 2016. 

Families are the safety in the net. 
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People don’t simply deserve equity.
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People don’t simply deserve equity.

They deserve justice.
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Equity + Justice aren’t in the wallpaper.

They are in the wall. 
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Ultimately, we are the sector that can build tools to 
shift resources and transform delivery structures to 

respond to the devastating intersection of 
racism, poverty, and poor health outcomes.
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As we individualize assessment of risk and vulnerability, does 
it undermine a vital and collective accountability for 

poverty and inequality in America?
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Poverty is political. 
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How does interoperability eliminate poverty?
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